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2009: Great People, Great Projects

L

ike most Americans, we
weren’t quite sure what
2009 would bring. We began
the year with apprehension
and approached it the way
many organizations did: we
looked carefully to see where
we might cut costs in our
already frugal operations
budget. We re-evaluated what
projects could move ahead
despite the uncertainty, and
got to work. Then we turned
our attention to crafting a
comprehensive strategic
plan that will guide our land
protection efforts into the
next decade. As a result,
we feel poised to seize the
opportunities that present
themselves and to continue
the pace of land protection
Hikers at Lighthouse West Natural Area make their way toward the beach on the beautiful new
we’ve experienced in the last trail completed this fall
few years.
Our Director’s Message on page three speaks more to Month after month, our donors stuck with us, renewing their
what’s ahead. But first, we address the year just finished. There memberships at a steady rate. We received hundreds of notes,
were some great highlights. We launched a new program called calls and emails, encouraging us to keep up our good work.
FarmAbility that had us meeting around the table with dozens New people learned of our work and joined our cause. We feel
of farmers, talking about their options for passing farms on to enormously humbled and grateful to have ended the year up in
the next generation. Our land protection staff wrote and received terms of numbers of donors and the amount they collectively
important grants to help us continue our work with landowners gave to protect a place we all love.
who want to protect cherished family lands. Staff and volunteers
In a recent email that led to an extended phone
soldiered on, removing invasive species, building new trails, and conversation, one of our longtime Sustainers, Jim Preston, told
bringing supporters together at all sorts of hikes and events to us this: “We love the land called LEELANAU and we believe
share and celebrate our love for arguably the most gorgeous that it is a valuable asset that must be preserved. In times of
spot on Earth: Leelanau County.
economic stress we know that the needs of organizations that
Along the way we received heartening and positive signs.
continued on page 5

Chairman’s Message

I

’m honored to be able
to address all of you as
the Chairman of this great
organization. It is a role that
I cherish, one that brings me
deep joy. As we summarize
our year in this report, I’d
like to thank you for your
support during the last year
of uncertainty. Your gifts
always mean a lot to us, but
in this particular year, we
were acutely aware of your
commitment to our work. I’m
pleased to report that we ended the year in a stable position; up
in donations over 2008; and even slightly ahead of 2007.
I’d also like to share with you our vision for the year ahead
and to tell you how excited I am about the future of Leelanau
County. We’ve laid important ground work in the past year and
feel poised to protect more significant lands in this county we
love. The current economy and availability of land is presenting
unique opportunities to protect important landscapes.
We completed a comprehensive Strategic Land Conservation
Plan that will guide our conservation efforts into the next decade.
This plan is based on sound science and the conclusions it
presents are the product of many hours and input from many
partners. It employs new methods of land preservation and
emphasizes the science of connectivity. It takes into account
plant and animal life and movement from our current properties
into those we would like to protect in the future.
We introduced the innovative new FarmAbility program,
allowing us to preserve 5,000 acres of farmland for a 10-year
period during this first phase. We thank the farming community
for embracing this unique program and are hopeful that these
farm conservation agreements will ultimately lead to permanent
protection as funds become available.
We accomplished all of this without layoffs, with fiscal
prudence and with the hard work and dedication of our staff
and you, our members. We are happy to report that since our
beginnings through 2009 we have preserved a total of 7,495
acres and 27.2 miles of lake/stream/river frontage.
This past year has shown us that, collectively, we are more
committed than ever to the Conservancy’s mission to conserve
the land, water and scenic character of Leelanau County. Your
willingness to continue your financial commitment and your
demonstrated passion for preserving this special place makes
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us all confident that we can achieve our long term goals.
Entering 2010, we are already well on our way to
completing an array of new and exciting land projects, ranging
from permanent farmland protection to additions to Natural
Areas. I am confident that we will remain the driving force for
preservation of beautiful Leelanau County for many years to
come.
With great pride and love for this organization!

Thomas P. Dunfee
Board Chairman
The Leelanau Conservancy
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Thoughts From Our Executive Director

Dear Brian
You’re probably
familiar with the story
of the clergyman who,
while taking an evening
walk, comes across a
gardener who is one of
his parishioners. The
man is taking a break
from his field work. The
vicar greets “Giles” with
the compliment, “Ah
Giles, you and the Lord have made a wonderful difference here.”
Giles responds… “You should have seen it when the Lord had it
to himself.”
Now I’m not much of a religious person, but when it comes
to the natural world, my faith takes hold. What the Leelanau
Conservancy attempts (in my opinion) is to return the landscape
to its original intention in collaboration with man’s intelligent
participation.
Thank you to you, Brian, and your impassioned team
for guiding the county toward sensible preservation of the
extraordinary natural features. Doesn’t take an army, just a few
who care enough.
Wishing you and everyone at the Leelanau Conservancy a
continuation of the progress to engage our community in sharing
one vision toward the protection and stewardship of Leelanau
County.

Those of us who grew up in the 1950’s remember that
the Book of Genesis taught that God gave man “dominion over
the fish in the sea and the fowl in the air, and over every living
being.” But few pastors in the decades prior to Earth Day would
have gone on to point out that God put man on Earth not to
be idle or to tyrannize nature, but “to dress and keep it.” It is
this view of man’s relationship with the natural world that has
come to the fore as we grapple with myriad problems associated
with the undeniable success of our species. Perhaps there was
a time when we humans could honestly claim that our actions
were insignificant when measured up against the immensity of
nature. Those days are gone.
A more contemporary view is that we must be full partners

Christine (and Gary) Armbrecht

T

his message, sent by long-time donors and very thoughtful
supporters of the Conservancy, is representative of the
communications that we receive from time to time. It struck a
chord because it reminds us of just how much Leelanau County,
as a refuge from the everyday world, means to many of our
members. It also emphasizes the emotional investment that we
all have in the mission of the Conservancy to preserve the land,
water, and scenic character of this very special place.
The story of Giles and the vicar is not a new one, and has
been related from the pulpit by more than a few pastors over
the years. Employed as part of a sermon the story provides an
opportunity for self-deprecating humor, a necessary break in
the potential tedium of the Sunday message, while embracing
in a gentle way a side of Christianity that has come to the fore
over the past couple decades.

as we strive to “dress and keep” our natural world and the
fruits that it provides. That means intelligent participation,
as Christine points out. It means working consistently to
understand the natural processes at work, to identify the ways
that our own activities have altered those processes, it means
a realistic assessment of what we are trying to achieve in our
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“ We know these investments are among the most
meaningful things we do in life.”

Executive Director Message, continued:
necessary interventions, and it means a continuous and watchful
investment to make our place in the world as beautiful, healthy,
and productive as we can make it. In short, it’s a gardener’s view
of the world.
Leelanau County has, ever since the mid-1800s, been a
garden where man’s participation has been as evident as the
hand of God. In the early years, as the forests were cut down and
hardscrabble farms established on virtually every scrap of land,
the “dominion” aspect of our participation certainly held sway.
But as marginal farmland and wet pastureland slowly reverted to
healthy second-growth forest and water purifying wetlands, the
intelligent participation side began to gain ascendancy. While
nature reclaimed some of the ravaged landscapes, our farmers
were simultaneously embracing management practices that
maximized yields in concert with natural processes.
When the Leelanau Conservancy was formed in 1988,
we felt ourselves to be at a crossroads. Population was rapidly
increasing, outstripped only by second home development.

We asked ourselves if we could save what we loved most about
Leelanau County and also what we were all willing to contribute
to the effort. We knew that the time was right to set Leelanau on
a course that encourages responsible growth, while preserving
the most important features of the landscape.
In the past two decades we have made great progress in
permanently protecting many of the places that make our garden
singularly productive and beautiful. And in the process we have
been part of a movement that, with many partners, has come to
emphasize our full responsibilities to the upkeep of Leelanau
County, and the intelligent participation that it requires. That
4

movement is flourishing. Twenty years ago 120 people would not
have gathered at an invasive plants workshop, as they did this
past year. Twenty years ago our county commissioners would not
have established a group like Leelanau Clean Water and asked
for reports on their activities every three months. Twenty years
ago we would not have found 30 farmers enrolling over 5,000
acres in a program like FarmAbility.
The gardener’s world view is one where complexity is
not denied or bulldozed aside. Complexity and a willingness
to understand and work with nature is what makes the garden
beautiful and productive. As Christine points out, we will
continue to engage our community in sharing one vision toward
the protection and stewardship of Leelanau County. Every year
the intelligent gardener starts with a vision, then invests in that
vision with both money and labor. As we enter a new decade we
reap the benefits of our earlier investments and we recalibrate
how best to invest in our garden. We know these investments
are among the most meaningful things we do in life, as our many
supporters remind us in their kind and thoughtful messages.

The Highlights of 2009
continued from front page:
depend on contributions as their main source of income like
the Leelanau Conservancy are magnified. And so last year Marie
and I felt especially compelled to continue giving. We thought
through every gift that we made because of the economy and
because our own income for 2009 was down. We measured the
worthiness of the organizations we were considering and asked
some simple questions. Are they living up to their mission? Are
they fiscally responsible? Are they using the resources they are
given wisely? And we concluded that the Conservancy continues
to be an organization that we really love and one that is doing
a great job fulfilling their mission.”
We begin 2010 confident that we’ve laid the right
groundwork for a bright future. And we know, because you’ve
already told us in so many ways, that you’ll be right there with
us.
Below is a brief summary of the highlights of 2009.
See our website (www.theconservancy.com) and/or 2009
newsletters for expanded stories.

Keith Parker (left) and son, Wes, of Cedar are among the 30
farmers enrolled in our new FarmAbility Program

2009 Highlights
• Our FarmAbility Program received local and national
accolades for its cutting edge, innovative approach to farmland
protection. In this program, farmers agree to keep their land
undeveloped for a 10-year period in exchange for modest
payments that help to offset their taxes. These “farmland
conservation agreements” also give the Conservancy the right
of first refusal if farmers decide to sell their land outside
their family or the farming community. We met our goal of
enrolling 5,000 acres in just a few weeks’ time. In addition to

this large scale temporary preservation measure, we continue
to take on permanent farmland protection projects as funds

Marge Beaver www.photography-plus.com

A grant will help us purchase conservation easements and protect
the water quality of Grand Traverse Bay. In addition, more natural
shoreline along Cedar Lake was protected.

can be raised.
• We received a $418,000 grant from the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality that will help us to protect land
in the Leelanau County portion of the Grand Traverse Bay
Watershed. The Conservancy expects that permanent
protection of at least 275 acres will prevent about 19 tons
of sediment, 826 pounds of nitrogen and 77 pounds of
phosphorus from reaching the Bay.
• More natural shoreline along Cedar Lake was permanently
protected with a donated conservation easement on 33 acres
and 354 feet of pristine frontage. The property is prominently
visible from the DeYoung Natural Area. The land’s wide
variety of habitat, from high quality wetlands to upland forest,
provides significant natural habitat in which fish, wildlife,
plants and the ecosystems which support them thrive in a
natural state. This latest project adds to an already amazing
feat of the Conservancy having protected nearly a third of
Cedar Lake’s shoreline.
• Tom and Alice Van Zoeren,
along with Tom’s brother,
Doug, preserved 30 acres
near Burdickville. We
purchased a conservation
easement from them in a
bargain sale. Their land
takes in a ridgeline that
is visible from Glen Lake
and also includes a fernfilled, undisturbed wetland
within the Hatlem Creek
Watershed. An open farm
field and both moist and dry hardwood forest are also present
on the conservation easement.
continued on page 6
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Taken as a whole, these projects define our mission and preserve the
kinds of places that make Leelanau so special.

• Nine families
who make up
the “intentional
community”
c a l l e d Te l f o r d
Farms donated
a conservation
easement on 42
acres of their 88acre farm. The
historic character
of the farm has
been preserved and today families tend a vineyard, chickens
and a community garden here.
• A 45-acre swamp in the Lake Leelanau Watershed was forever
protected with a purchased conservation easement. Clean
Michigan Initiative funds, which are designated for watershed
protection, helped make it happen, along with the family’s
bargain sale contribution. The land links the wetlands of the
Veronica Valley County Park with the Windham Conservation
Easement (80 acres preserved in 2008.) Together these lands
form a large corridor of preserved wetland and woods adjacent
to Mebert Creek.
• Sensitive land along Northport Creek was forever protected
with a donated conservation easement on 10 very special
acres. Jan Hunt, 92, was concerned about what future
landowners might do with
the property, and so took
steps to forever preserve
the land’s wild feeling
and undisturbed 1,600
feet of creek frontage. Its
protection is important to
preserving the quality of
Northport Bay, located just
a few blocks south.
• Howard and Diane Dean
donated a conservation
easement on 14 acres of rare wooded dune and swale complex
near the Crystal River in Glen Arbor. The northern third of the
property is hydrologically and ecologically connected to the
river. The land is also part of the Glen Lake Watershed and
backs up to the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore.
A Busy Year for Stewardship! 2009 Accomplishments
• We opened a gorgeous three-quarter mile new trail at
Lighthouse West Natural Area at the tip of the peninsula and
built steps leading down to the beach area. The trail hugs a
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steep ridge where there are dramatic views of the woodland
below. Volunteers also planted over 2,000 native trees and
shrubs for wildlife.
• We made great progress toward historic preservation of the
DeYoung Farmstead with our partners from Eastern Michigan
University’s Historic Preservation program. Students carefully
removed and documented treasures from the buildings and
distributed them to area museums for safekeeping and display.
They also began work on restoring the water wheel building
which captured the attention of experts on site because of
its unique history.
• The Grand Traverse Heritage Center presented the
Conservancy with its coveted Community Award for
permanently protecting the agricultural landscape and historic
structures at the DeYoung Natural Area on Cedar Lake.
• Our summer interns and volunteers finished the short, sweet
walking trail at the Lamont Preserve and began naturalizing
an old two-track at Teichner. They also built a new split
rail fence, spread wood chips and planted native ferns at
Whaleback. At DeYoung, they planted willow saplings along
a stream where invasive glossy buckthorn had been removed.
At Kehl Lake, volunteers painted new markers along the trail
and pruned vegetation too. And finally, native trees were
planted at Chip Run. Phew!
• The Conservancy, along with partners including the Leelanau
Soil Conservation District and volunteers, conducted
surveys of invasive phragmites and documented thousands
of infestations, paving the way for eradication.
• During Earth Day week, the Conservancy worked with partners
and area schools to plant nearly 1,000 cuttings from the
Champion Black Willow along the Lake Leelanau Narrows
and other sites.
Taken as a whole, these projects define our mission and
preserve the kinds of places that make Leelanau so special.
Such projects could not happen without the generous support
of our donors and volunteers. Together, we are making a big
difference in determining Leelanau’s future.

As time went by, son Tommy and Mary Ellen talked more
about what she could do to create a family legacy

Leaving a Lasting Legacy
As we were putting the finishing touches on this
publication, we received the sad news that Mary Ellen Gotshall
had passed away at her home in Florida. Our thoughts go out
to her family and friends, who we hope will take some comfort
in reading the following article about the incredible legacy Mary
Ellen created out of her love for Leelanau.

T

he Leelanau Conservancy has received a significant gift to
help ensure that our natural areas and other protected lands
in Leelanau can be cared for forever.
Mary Ellen Gotshall has gifted her summer home on Lake
Michigan north of Leland to the Conservancy. Mary Ellen, along
with her late husband, George, has been a member since we
opened our doors. The Conservancy will re-sell the property and
proceeds from the sale will launch a new fund to help care for
the lands we have protected. It will be called the George and
Mary Ellen Gotshall Stewardship Fund.
“As the legal stewards of the lands in our care, we take
the phrase “forever protected” seriously,” says Director Brian
Price. “This fund will help us uphold our responsibilities for
their diligent and perpetual care and create opportunities for
visitors to hike and enjoy. When you see work crews out on our
natural areas, clearing new trails, controlling invasive species or
improving habitat to protect the native wildlife, you can thank
the Gotshalls and their amazing generosity.”
The Gotshall’s Leelanau story began in 1975, when
George’s brother, Bill, invited them up for a long weekend. He
had just bought a cottage in a place called Birchwood Shores.
“He said, ‘You’ve got to come up here—this is heaven!’” recalls
Mary Ellen.
The couple, then living near Detroit, packed the car and
headed north with their children, Ellen and Tommy. Three days
into their visit, they were hooked on the spectacular blue skies
and beach-filled days. George asked Bill about properties for
sale in the area. A week later Bill called about a place newly on
the market. “We turned around and came right back and bought
it on a land contract,” says Mary Ellen.
Thus began years of great times spent with family; first
their own children, then grandchildren and great grandchildren.
“Everyone knew everyone,” says Mary Ellen. She and George
each followed their passions. Mary Ellen surrounded their home
with rhododendrons and colorful annuals. The wildflowers in
nearby Houdek Dunes drew her and the children on woodland
walks. A fond memory is when her young grandson begged her,
“Grandma, let’s go out into the woods and listen to the trees
grow, and leave brother home with ‘Gampy.’ ”

Mary Ellen and George Gotshall circa 1988 in the Leland
Harbor after a day of fishing

George, who made his living as an attorney, adored fishing,
and kept a boat on Lake Leelanau. He also took the occasional
charter out of Leland for lake trout and salmon.
The couple was one of the Conservancy’s earliest
supporters. “When Bobbie and Ed Collins came to talk to us
about the Conservancy, George thought it was a wonderful idea,”
recalls Mary Ellen. The Gotshalls were one of the first to join
our Sustainers Circle.
George died in 1991, but had loved walking in what is now
Houdek Dunes, behind their home. When we began fundraising
to acquire the 330-acre property in 1998, Mary Ellen provided
a lead gift.
As time went by, son Tommy and Mary Ellen talked more
about what she could do to create a family legacy. “Tommy
loved it here too,” says Mary Ellen of her son who passed away
last August after a battle with cancer. He was 64. Tommy had
urged her to donate the valuable Birchwood Shores home to
the Conservancy.
This fall, Mary Ellen decided it was time to act. “I’m
glad that we can help the Conservancy. I like the idea of the
Stewardship Fund and I think George would be pleased too,”
she says. In November, like the 87-year-old does every year,
Mary Ellen headed south, driving to Florida all by herself.
continued on page 10
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Every Number

1

53

volunteer of year was named
and it was Mary Lyons. Our
business partner of year was Bob
Biggs of Biggs Construction.

hikes were led by
our docents on a
dozen of the Conservancy
properties with 554 people
attending,

77

Wildflower Rescue
Volunteers went
on 17 digs and potted up 1800 native wildflowers, and sold
all but 200 pots at their annual Memorial Weekend Plant Sale
on the Leland Village
Green.

877

people joined our
Facebook Fan Page.

30

farmers enrolled
5,000 acres of
farmland in an innovative
new program called
FarmAbility. In exchange
for incentives, farmers
agree not to develop
their land.

7,495

is the
total
number of acres we
have protected as of
the end of 2009.

16

people joined our Heritage Society, bringing to 89 the
total number of people who have made a provision in their
wills for the Leelanau Conservancy.

4

is the number of years Mario
Batali has offered his dinner
for 12 as a part of our annual
Picnic/Auction. Mario and 112
other donors of items or unique
experiences made our annual
Auction a huge success.

7

conservation easements were
completed this year, bringing our
total number of families or individuals
who have chosen to permanently
preserve cherished family lands to
127.

30

miles of Lake Michigan
views were logged on
shoreline were monitored
our two beautiful YouTube videos created by by stewardship staff and volunteers, documenting the locations
volunteer Julie Weeks .
of invasive phragmites, baby’s breath (yes the one in floral
arrangements) and blue lyme grass.

3,456

21

people,
including
the Cooney family,
marched in the
Leland 4th of July
Parade, carrying
signs of our natural
areas.
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1

new beautiful
trail was opened
at Lighthouse West
Natural Area at the Tip
of the Peninsula.

Tells a Story

38

596

acres of
i n va s i ve
species were
removed from
our natural areas
and preserves,
thanks to Seeds
Youth Corps, our
VISTA Volunteer
and dozens of
volunteers.

people made a gift in
memory of someone
who loved Leelanau, such as
Dick Ristine. 70 gifts were made
in Dick’s memory.

4,778

gifts were
made to one
Conservancy fund or another,
from land protection to operations to stewardship. Thank you,
one and all!

1,230

native trees and
shrubs were planted
at natural areas and preserves
for Earth Day with our partners
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and
Chippewa Indians, MSU Extension,
Saving Birds Thru Habitat, Leland
and Suttons Bay Public Schools, and
SEEDS Youth Corps.

12

Trail Stewards monitored
and helped to care for our
natural areas over the course of
the year.

670

people attended
our Annual
Friends Picnic
which was held
at our beautiful
Chippewa Run
Natural Area in
Empire.

24

264

stewardship volunteer
hours came from middle
school and high school students,
engaging the next generation in
caring for our protected lands,
including 60 choir students who
sang their hearts out in the woods
at the end of a workbee at Lighthouse West.

graduate students
from Eastern
Michigan University’s historic
preservation program and
their professors carefully
removed and documented
artifacts and treasures from
the DeYoung Natural Area
historic farmstead in June.

600

13

people dressed up
in costumes at our
Annual Friends Picnic
to help promote our
auction items.

p l u s
people
participated in the 2nd
annual Blossom Tour
in May, which we
help to put on along
with the Leelanau
Enterprise and other
area organizations.
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Gotshall Legacy Gift (continued from page 7)

“Mary Ellen has this amazing spunk,” says longtime
neighbor Nancy Miller. “We will really miss her in the
neighborhood.” As for George, says Nancy, he was
“the kind of person who believed in the dignity and
the worth of every human being.”
While Leelanau leaves a lasting impression on
all of us, it is a rare person who can make a lasting
impression on Leelanau. The Gotshalls have most
certainly done that—not only with their friends and
neighbors, but by leaving a legacy ensuring that
Conservancy protected lands will be well cared for
long after we’re gone.
For more info about the house,
please contact Mark Carlson at Coldwell
Banker at 231-256-9836, ext 203. The
MLS# is 1710240.

Jim Vachow: Super Steward

J

im Vachow has been a super Conservancy volunteer for years. In fact,
when we created our Volunteer of the Year award, Jim was the very first
recipient to be recognized for the hundreds of hours he spent clearing
trails and building kiosks. Jim began volunteering for us in 2001 as
an inaugural member of our Volunteer Stewardship Network. This
group of hardy souls
volunteers countless
hours building and
maintaining trails and
kiosks in our Natural
Areas. Jim was also
a docent for many
years, leading hikes
in many of our natural
areas. He became
so integral to our
work that we actually
ended up making him
a part-time member
Jenee Rowe, Stewardship Director with Jim Vachow of our Stewardship
staff. For years, Jim,
along with Chuck Whetsel and Rick Halbert walked every conservation
easement property, every year, to monitor compliance. While taking
on this incredibly important responsibility, Jim and Chuck continued
to be our go-to guys for trail clean up and kiosk construction and
repair. This fall, Jim decided to retire to make time for travel and
other pursuits. He will be greatly missed!
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Thank you, Arlene

I

n December, part-time staffer Arlene Heckl, stepped
down from her job manning our front desk. She was
often the first person our members got to know at the
Conservancy. Arlene’s smiling, friendly face welcomed
visitors to the office, and her passion for helping people
to know more about the Conservancy was contagious.
She also lent her considerable skills in photography to
our cause. Arlene, shown here at a luncheon honoring
her years of service; with our Chairman, Tom Dunfee
(left), and Honorary Chairman Craig Miller, will be
missed.

2009 Volunteers
Event Sponsors
Baird, Kiessel Rivard Group of
Traverse City
The Bluebird Restaurant
Biggs Construction
Cherry Capital Foods
Community Chiropractic Health
Center
Easling Construction
Eastern Michigan University
Foundation
Gallagher’s Farm Market & Bakery
Gourdie-Fraser, Inc.
The Homestead
Leelanau Cheese Company
The Leelanau Enterprise
The Leland Lodge
Merrill Lynch
Northport Highlands
Northwestern Bank
Olson, Bzdok & Howard, PC
Plante & Moran, LLP
Jack and Susan Seaman
Sisson’s Main Street Specialties
Sterling Law Office
Venture Properties
IN KIND DONORS
Allure Salon
Ms. Alison B. Arthur
Diana Aug
Steve, Gary and Christi
Bardenhagen
Mr. and Mrs. James V.
Bardenhagen
David C. Barrons
Mario Batali
Bay Breeze Yacht Charters
The Bay Theater
Bellwether Gardens
Black Star Farms, LLC
Blu
Bluebird of Leland
Bowers Harbor Inn
Brisling Pottery
Hy and Nancy Bunn Family
Carlisle Collection
Mr. William S. Casier
Cedar Creek Interiors
Karen L. Chase
Chateau De Leelanau
Chateau Fontaine
Cherry Basket Farm
Cherry Bay Orchards
Cherry Republic
Companion Portraits
Jeffry & Susan Corbin
Cottage Books
Crystal Mountain Resort
Deering’s Market of Empire
Deering’s Tree Service
Roland and Diane Drayson
Drive Thru Bar-Be-Que
Tom and Gretchen Dunfee
Eastern Michigan University
Foundation
Ken Eike
Epicure Catering
Gina and John Erb
Mrs. Eloise Fahs
Erika Ferguson
Fischer’s Happy Hour Tavern
Forty-Five North Vineyard and
Winery
Ms. Judy L. Frederick
David, Nancy and Bob Giles
Gills Pier Winery
Glen Arbor Botanicals

Ellie Golden
Good Harbor Grill
Grocer’s Daughter Chocolate
Mr. Richard Guindon
Hansen’s Foods
HazelnutKids.com
Mr. and Mrs. Alfons Heckl
The Homestead
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hoover
Ms. Kristin J. Hurlin
Jazz North
Kejaras Bridge
Mr. and Mrs. Franc Krebs
Mr. Tom Krueger
Mr. Bayard F. Lawes
Leelanau Cellars
Leelanau Cheese Company
Leelanau County Sheriff’s
Dept.
Leland Mercantile
Lighttrappers Beach Glass
Jewelry
Ms. Judith W. Lindenau
Littlestone Design
M-22
Mrs. Marlis Mann
Mark Polinko, ASLA
Martha’s Leelanau Table
Mrs. Geri L. Mateus
L. Mawby Vineyards
Michael Dailey Photography
Michelle’s Miracle, Inc.
Mill Street Madness
Craig A. and Nancy T. Miller
Ms. Stephanie Mills
Monstrey’s Rentals
Ms. Marilyn Mook
Mr. and Mrs. Willard L.
Mudget
Ms. Mimi Mullin
Ann and Don Munro
Mrs. Ann Nichols
Northport Community Arts
Center
Ms. Susan Odom
Omena Cut Flowers
Ms. Rebecca Perczyk
John J. Peterson
Ms. Holly Pharmer
Phil’s on Front
Dr. Robert Pool
Peachy Rentenbach
Shawn Ricker and Steven
Cacossa
The Ricord Family
Riverside Inn
Ruth Conklin Gallery
Christine Rymal
Saving Birds Thru Habitat
Mr. and Mrs. James A.
Schaberg
Dr. Thomas Scheer
Walter and Leslie Schmid
Mrs. Joan H. Searby
David Shelby
Helen Sica
Sisson’s Main Street
Specialties
SkiWalking.com
Greg Sobran
The Spa-a-ah
Sporck Tile Art
Steelcase Inc.
Stone House Bread
Sweeter Song Farm
Timberlee Tubing
Ron Tonneberger
Trattoria Funistrada
Trish’s Dishes

2009 Volunteers
Our volunteers are amazing and we could not be nearly as successful as
we have been without their help. From back-breaking trail work to stuffing
envelopes, from committee work to running our kids tent at the picnic,
their contributions are endless. We thank everyone for their help and hope
we have captured all of you. If we have somehow missed listing your name,
please let us know and realize that we are no less grateful for your help.
This list also appears on our website.
Help with choosing new
software
Tom Lagerstrom
Kate & Eric Pearson
Research and Grants
Assistance
Ann Beaujean
Board of Directors
See back cover. In addition,
board members who retired
in October include Molly
Harrison, Larry Mawby and
Jack Seaman.
Booth Volunteers
Bobbie Poor

Mary Lyons
Larry Mawby
Bob Mosher
Nat’l Cherry Queen Megan
Umulis
Jim Nugent
Nikki Rothwell
Mary Smith
Barb VonVoigtlander
4th of July Marchers
Patty and Paul Cobb
Bill and Jeannie Dennler
Rick and Chris Halbert
Jake and Cindy Jacob
Ted and Pat Ligibel
Heather & Brody Muir
Ann and Herb Nichols
Karen Martin
Linda Warner
Meg & Ben Luebkeman
Sara Later
Bridget Lamont
Barbara and Emily Jameson
Karen Mulvahill and Dan
Malski
Megan, Caroline and Walker
Cooney
Docents
David Amos

Judy Smart
Alice VanZoeren
Outreach Committee
Kyle Carr
Annette Deibel
Marsha Buehler
Jeff Corbin
Susan Green
Molly Harrison
Kathy Ricord
Larry Mawby
Sally Viskochil
You Tube Video Creation
Julie Weeks
Why Leelanau Site
Administrator
Lou Ricord
Photography
Jeff Corbin
Arlene Heckl
Why Leelanau Photographers
Trail Stewards
Dennis & Erika Ferguson
Jim Gilbo
Chuck Halbert
Ed Ketterer

Leif Sporck
Maxi Neugebauer
Molly Harrison
Barb VonVoigtlander
Molly Harrison
Blossom Tour Volunteers
Jim Bardenhagen
Lee Bowen
Alan and Deb Campbell
Cherry Bay Orchards
Les and Debby Disch
Dried Cherry Queen and
Her Court
Judy Egeler
Grand Traverse Band
Drummers
Joe and John Grant
Sally Guzowski
Leelanau Enterprise Staff
Buzz Long

Ed Arnfield
Ed Reinert
Marsha Buehler
Roland Drayson
Tom Dunfee
David Harris
Judy Hoeffler
Ann Mason
Ann McInnis
Lisa Myers
Sharon Oriel
Holly Pharmer
Bobbie Poor
Lou Ricord
Jack Schultz
Pam Schmidt

Matt Posner
Ed Rentenbach
Ed Reinert
Mary Taylor
Chuck Whetsel
Warren Watkins
Snowplowers
Rick Cross
Jim Thomas
Craig Miller
Warren Watkins
Gene Meeuwenberg

continued on page
22
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2009 Volunteers

.Volunteer Stewardship Network
Dave Amos
DianaAug
Lou Aug
Eric Blakely

Claudia Shannahan
James Shannahan
Linda Shirkey
Rob Shirkey
Tom Sutter
Jay Swink
Mary Taylor
Ashley Wagner
Rachel Walden
John Wardell
Joanne Whitley
Foster Winter
David Worth
DeAnn Worth
Mary Yont
Coastal Monitors & Assistants
Colleen Cooper
Donald Duff
Dona Laskey
Nancy Miller
Katheryn Scherrer
Jo Walker
Joanie Woods

Drew Blickensderfer
Noah Blickensderfer
Greg Campbell
Payton Campbell
Jim Datema
Kate Datema
Dustin Dohart
Josh Erikson
Dennis Ferguson
Erika Ferguson
Nancy Fleming
Jim Gilbo
Chip Hardwick
Kelly Harrell
Paul Heermann
Mike Kane
Anne Kelly

Emma Kelly
Danielle Kuntz
Ann Mason
Charlie Morris
Brody Muir
Laura Murray
Heather Paddison-Muir
Bri Rubin
Bill Schafer
Tyler Scott
Jaclyn Secord
Rick Seefelt
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Mailing Crews
David & Jackie Amos
Jan Bauer
Treva DeJong
Rita Dick
Judy Egeler
Bob & Ruth Elliott
Dennis & Erika Ferguson
Moonyeen Fitch
Roger Fitch
Judy Frederick
Candy Gardner
Ed Hanpeter
Robert Hanpeter
Bart & Gail Ingraham
Bob McKelvey
Liz Porter
Kathy Rymal
Cathy Schocker
Leif Sporck
Joanie Woods
Adam Wurm
Jeanie Ziebell
Wildflower Rescue Committee
Shirlee Affhalter
Merry Ball
Dottie Bergman
Sally Booth
Carol Bowen
Caroline Brady
Nora Bumb
Joanne and Keith Burnham
Bobbie Collins
Michelle Connell
Paula Crimmins
Don Darnton
Janet and Chuck Dickerson
Mary Duff
Bobbie Eggert
Gina and John Erb
Betty Farber
Erika and Dennis Ferguson
JoAnne Gerben
Dee Glass
Ginny Haag
Mary Ellen and Gene Hadjisky
Sherrie and Logan Hardie
Anne Hartwick
Barb Hatt
Nana Kennedy
Katie Kieren
Paul Kieran

Julie Krist
Mary Hunsberger Link
Cy and Audrey Linder
Karl and Barb Marsh
Jill McFarland
Doug and Ann McInnis
Peg Meeker
Sylvia Merz
Monna Meyer
Jeannie and Jerry Muir
Ellen Pisor
Liz Porter
Anita Risbridger
Ken and Cindy Rosiek
Julie Sanco
Cathy & Ed Schocker
Cathy Sehnert
Patty and Jerry Shea
Kathie Snedeker
Lief Sporck
Gretchen Sprout
Jay and Paula Swink
Mary Tonneberger
Trudy Underhill
Barb Varley
Barbara Vilter
Helen Wells
Joanie Woods

Liz Zimmerman
Leland Village Green Gardeners
Dee Glass
Sylvia Merz
Sue Olenzak

Picnic Helpers
Wine Station
John Bull
Warren Creamer
Heather Dykstra
Carly Ellis
Rachael Eubanks
Susan Green
Randy Kiessel
Brian Lefler
Stacy Mills
Jim Nugent
Tracy Raz
Kurt Rivard
Peter Rivard
Mary Taylor
Wayne Workman
Beer Station
Dave & Cara Cassard
John Erb
Dan Harkness
Deb Martineau
Steve Martineau
Jack Seaman
Warren Watkins
Ice Tea and Water Station
Kyle Carr
Annette Munson

Eric Munson
Parking
Connor Duffy
Joe Duffy
Dan Harkness
John Hoeffler
Heather & Brody Muir
Matt Posner
Gleb Tchertkov
Registration Tables, Check Out &
Clothing Sales
Amber Bingham
Berkley & Nancy Duck
Anka Harkness
Molly Harrison
Greg LaCross
Vera Madak
Courtney Miller
Craig & Nancy Miller
Heather & Brody Muir
Mary Povolo
Hope Schmidt
Sally Viskochil
Phyllis Wanroy
Wendy Wyatt
Appetizer Chefs and Volunteers
Miguel Albarran
Diana Aug
Bluebird Restaurant
Lisa Breivogel
Cammie Buehler
Brendon Burrows
Cherry Bay Orchards
Ann Derrick
Dan Edelstein
Epicure Catering
Good Harbor Grill
Hansen’s
David & Marcia Harris
Kejara’s Bridge
Sisson’s Main Street Specialties
Sleeping Bear Orchards, LLC
Stone House Bread
Andy Schudlich
Tonie Spearing
Misc. Picnic Volunteers
Emily Ashken
Jeff Corbin
Berkley Duck
Barbara Nelson-Jameson
Kathy Ricord
Charlie Silver
Barb Von Voigtlander
Auction Committee
Dave Barrons
Marsha Buehler
Annette Deibel
Nancy Duck
Gina Erb

Elizabeth Feldman
Judy Frederick
Chris Halbert
Molly Harrison
Franc & Mary Ann Krebs
Larry Mawby
Bill & Dorothy Mudget
Ann Nichols
Christina Pfeufer
Kathy Ricord
Kathy Rymal
Leslie Schmid
Leif Sporck
Laura Swire
Ann Watkins
Costumes
Dave Barrons

Ed & Bobbie Collins
Gina Erb
Sam & Dave Faught
Larry Mawby
Andrea & Mike Muladore
Bill Mudget
Kathy Rymal
Leslie Schmid
Leif Sporck
Picnic Hike Leaders & Hosts
Duke Elsner
Bill Casier
Kay Charter
Sound System
Kent Holton
Picnic Music
Ed Ketterer
Suzy Wood
Lynn Lidstone
Kids Tent
Sue and Jeff Corbin
Sally Casey
Chad & Heather Jordan
Sylvia Keely
Connie Thompson
Nancy Wick
Norma Powers
Samantha Mudgett
Website
Jeff Corbin
Karen Mulvahill
Stream Monitors
Bruce Harlton
Mark Kupferer
Fred Neidhart
Walt Nielsen
Robert Shirkey
Wayne Swallow
Lake Monitor
Tim Keilty
Water Quality Data Entry
Jeff Green

Leelanau Preservers: Lasting Impressions
ur Leelanau Preservers program entered its 7th year and despite the down
economy, people continued to use this gift-giving option to express their love
for Leelanau. This year, 556 gifts were given that symbolically preserved land in
the name of a loved one. Many people also preserved land in their own names.
Those who reached acreage milestones this year are listed below, and tiles honoring
this group were mounted on our tile wall in the Leland Village Green.
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LEELANAU PRESERVERS

Leelanau Preservers gift recipients
who have reached an acreage milestone in 2009
Total acreage preserved in honor of or in memory of:
1/10 Acre Plus

1/2 Acre Plus
Marilyn K. McBride
Vern and Pat Korkus

1/4 Acre Plus
Nonny and Maury Bolmer
Carolyn S. Brockway
Treva N. DeJong
Ken Faller
The Larry Faulman Family
Terry and Sarah Flanagan
The John and Edward Greeno
Families
Justin and Paula Higdon
T. Michael and Joan Jackson
Jonathan Pool
Richard O. Ristine
The Stephenson Family
Carrie and Doug Stone
Rick and Gail Webster
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Zibell

Pat Hart and Family
Michael Lamont
The Bennett Family
Daniel Frank Fisher Boynton Karl and Lisa Lawson
Thomas Jack Boynton-Fisher Kathryn Ligner
George Littell
Dick and Helen Brant
Karen Chase and David Bellizi Jennifer and Mitchell
McMullen
The Chesterfield Family
Craig and Nancy Miller
Susan and Mike Craig
Ryan Mondalek
Gordon Dabney, Sr.
Jamie and Alex Ray
Ralph and Sheri DeCew
Linda Roth
Andrew Duchi
George Selby
John Duchi
Sawyer Selby
Joseph Duchi
Patty and Jerry Shea
Mary Duchi
Philip T. Smith
Joan Fleser
Cathy Stephenson
Jan Garfinkle and Mike
Janet Stephenson
O’Donnell
Margaret Streeter
Evan Grauer
Rosalind Streeter
Seth Grauer
Janet Sutfin
Jeff and Susan Green
Paul W. Thompson
The Grover Family
Lois Veenstra

Leelanau Conservancy Staff and Board
FOUNDERS
Edward and Barbara Collins
HONORARY CHAIRMAN
Craig Miller
OFFICERS
Thomas Dunfee, Chairman
John Erb, President
Jeff Corbin, Vice-President
Kathy Ricord, Vice-President
Warren Watkins, Treasurer
Susan Green, Secretary

DIRECTORS
John Bull
Kyle Carr
Greg LaCross
Steve Martineau
Barbara NelsonJameson
Jim Nugent
Sharon Oriel
Frank Siepker
Mary Taylor
Sally Viskochil
Barbara
VonVoigtlander
Bruce Wagner
Harvey Warburton

STAFF
Brian Price, Executive Director
Susan Price, Finance Director
Matt Heiman, Director of Land Protection
Tom Nelson, Director of Farm Programs
Yarrow Wolfe, Land Protection Specialist
Jenee Rowe, Stewardship Director
Carolyn Faught, Communications Director
Anne Shoup, Director of Charitable Giving
Gayle E. Egeler, Membership and Outreach
Coordinator
Nancy Thomas, Accounting and Administrative
Assistant
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The Leelanau Connection
The year ahead is bound to be
another challenging one. You can
help by putting us in touch with
friends and family who might like
to join you in your support of the
Leelanau Conservancy. Since our very
beginnings, members have been the
lifeblood of this organization and the
reason for our success. If you know
of someone who loves Leelanau as
much as you do, and you don’t see
their name in this report, we’d love
to send them information about the
Conservancy on your behalf. Just
call our communications director,
Carolyn Faught, or email cfaught@
theconservancy.com with the names
and addresses of potential new
members. Just think….if every one
of our members asked one person to
join, we could double our membership
and do that much more great work!
Thank you!

With your help...
Conserving the Land, Water and Scenic Character of Leelanau County
LEELANAU
CONSERVANCY
105 N. First Street
P.O. Box 1007
Leland, MI 49654
(231) 256-9665
Fax (231) 256-9693
www.theconservancy.com
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